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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF THE :
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS AGAINST : ORDER GRANTING FULL LICENSURE
STEVEN G. MERESS M.D., ORDER 0008307
RESPONDENT. :
TO: STEVEN G MERESS M D ATTY RANDALL GUSE
FOND DU LAC WI 54935 OTJENLAWFIRM S C
20935 SWENSON DR STE 310
WAUKESHA WI 53186

On December 21, 2022, the Wisconsin Medical Examining Board issued a Final Decision
and Order (“Order”) requiring Respondent to complete three (3) hours of education in “patient
health care documentation” within ninety (90) days and pay $15,231.00 in costs of the proceeding
within ninety (90) days.

Based upon the information of record, which includes proof that Respondent has now
completed the education and submitted the payment for costs in full, the following is entered:

ORDER

1. Respondent’s Medicine and Surgery License (#28559-20) is hereby returned to full,
unrestricted status.

2. All limitations and encumbrances upon Respondent’s credential are removed.

3. This order is effective the date of its signing.
WISCONSIN MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

By: Ratze Krogiman April 19,2023
Department Monitor v Date
Department of Safety and Professional Services




WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF
SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services
Access to the Public Records of the Reports of Decisions

This Reports of Decisions document was retrieved from the Wisconsin Department of Safety and
Professional Services website. These records are open to public view under Wisconsin’s Open
Records law, sections 19.31-19.39 Wisconsin Statutes.

Please read this agreement prior to viewing the Decision:

= The Reports of Decisions is designed to contain copies of all orders issued by credentialing authorities
within the Department of Safety and Professional Services from November, 1998 to the present. In addition,
many but not all orders for the time period between 1977 and November, 1998 are posted. Not all orders
issued by a credentialing authority constitute a formal disciplinary action.

= Reports of Decisions contains information as it exists at a specific point in time in the Department of
Safety and Professional Services data base. Because this data base changes constantly, the Department is
not responsible for subsequent entries that update, correct or delete data. The Department is not
responsible for notifying prior requesters of updates, modifications, corrections or deletions. All users have
the responsibility to determine whether information obtained from this site is still accurate, current and
complete.

= There may be discrepancies between the online copies and the original document. Original documents should be
consulted as the definitive representation of the order's content. Copies of original orders may be obtained by
mailing requests to the Department of Safety and Professional Services, PO Box 8935, Madison, WI 53708-8935.
The Department charges copying fees. All requests must cite the case number, the date of the order, and
respondent's name as it appears on the order.

= Reported decisions may have an appeal pending, and discipline may be stayed during the appeal.
Information about the current status of a credential issued by the Department of Safety and
Professional Services is shown on the Department's Web Site under “License Lookup.”

The status of an appeal may be found on court access websites at:
http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess and http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca

»Records not open to public inspection by statute are not contained on this website.

By viewing this document, you have read the above and agree to the use of the Reports of Decisions
subject to the above terms, and that you understand the limitations of this on-line database.

Correcting information on the DSPS website: An individual who believes that information on the website is
inaccurate may contact DSPS@wisconsin.gov



http://wcca.wicourts.gov/index.xsl
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca
mailto:DSPS@wisconsin.gov

STATE OF WISCONSINg.
BEFORE THE MEDICALT\EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
.PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER
STEVEN G. MERESS, M.D.,

RESPONDENT. -~ GRDER0008307

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 19 MED 300

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis. Stat. § 227.53 are:

Steven G. Meress, M.D.
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

Wisconsin Medical Examining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190

Madison, WI 53707-7190

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A disciplinary proceeding was commenced in this matter by the filing of a Notice of
Hearing and Complaint on August 23, 2022 with the Wisconsin Department of Administration,
Division of Hearings and Appeals (DHA) in DHA Case Number SPS-22-0051. Prior to the
hearing on the Complaint, the parties in this matter agreed to the terms and conditions of the
attached Stipulation as the final disposition of this matter, subject to the approval of the Medical
Examining Board (Board). The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.
Accordingly, the Board in this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and makes the following
Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Respondent Steven G. Meress, M.D., (Year of Birth 1953) is licensed in the state
of Wisconsin to practice medicine and surgery, having license number 28559-20, first issued on
July 1, 1987, with registration current through October 31, 2023. Respondent’s most recent
address on file with the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (Department)
is in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 54935.



2. At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent practiced as a physician at Fox
Valley Wellness Center in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin (Clinic) where he was the sole owner.

Prior Discipline

3. On November 18, 2015, the Board issued Order No. 0004393 limiting
Respondent’s license to practice medicine and surgery in Wisconsin (Board Order).

4, The Board Order found the following facts, inter alia,

a. On multiplé occasions between 2010 and 2012, Respondent diagnosed
a number of patients with “Lyme borreliosis complex” based on their
symptoms and treated them with antibiotics administered in excess of
recommended duration.

b. Respondent failed to adequately document informed consent for the
treatment modality in the patients’ health care records.

c. Respondent agrees to offer to treat or treat “persistent Lyme disease”
(including any condition so similar as to be a surrogate diagnosis), only
if the patient signs a form entitled "REQUIRED DISCLOSURE AND
CONSENT FOR DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF PERSISTENT
LYME DISEASE," which has been pre-approved by the Board or its
designee.

d. Respondent agrees not to attempt in any way to defeat or minimize the
message of the approved disclosure form with other documents or oral
statements.

e. Respondent will comply with all applicable provisions of Wis. Adm.
Code, Chapter Med regarding informed consent and patient health care
records, and will preserve the form in the patient's chart, and give a copy
to the patient at the time of signing.

5. The Board Order required Respondent to complete six hours of education on
obtaining and documenting informed consent.

6. Respondent stipulated to the terms of the Board Order by executing his signature
on October 30, 2015.

7. On January 20, 2016, the Board restored Respondent’s license to full unrestricted
status as Respondent had completed the education required by the Board Order.

Current Case

8. On October 11, 2018, Respondent evaluated Patient A (female born in 1966) and
charted, in part, that she presented for evaluation of multiple concerns including tick-borne disease
dating back to when Patient A was ten years old.



9. On October 11, 2018, Respondent diagnosed Patient A with “tick borne disease.”

10. Between October 11, 2018 and December 16, 2019, Respondent provided care and
treatment to Patient A, which included treatment for persistent Lyme disease/tick borne disease.

11.  Respondent’s health care record for Patient A does not contain an informed consent
form signed by Patient A consenting to treatment by Respondent for Lyme disease.

12.  Respondent states that his office routinely gave patients, including Patient A, the
required informed consent form but agrees that Respondent’s health care record for Patient A does
not contain a form entitled “REQUIRED DISCLOSURE AND CONSENT FOR DIAGNOSIS
AND TREATMENT OF PERSISTENT LYME DISEASE” that was preapproved by the Board or
its designee, as required by Board Order.

13.  Subsequent to his care and treatment of Patient A, Respondent sold the Clinic to
Forum Health and an electronic patient health care records system was implemented. Respondent
has represented to the Board that he intends to retire from active clinical practice at Forum Health
on or about October 31, 2023.

14.  In resolution of this matter, Respondent consents to the entry of the following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Board has jurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 448.02(3),
and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 227.44(5).

2. Based on the Findings of Fact, Respondent engaged in unprofessional conduct
pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code § Med 10.03(1)(a) by violating or attempting to violate ch. 448,
Stats., or any provision, condition, or term of a valid rule or order of the Board.

3. Based on the Findings of Fact, Respondent engaged in unprofessional conduct
pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code § Med 10.03(3)(e) by failing to establish and maintain timely
patient health care records, including records of prescription orders, under s. Med 21.03, or as
otherwise required by law.

4. As a result of the above conduct, Respondent is subject to discipline pursuant to
Wis. Stat. § 448.02(3).

ORDER
1. The attached Stipulation is accepted.
2. Respondent is REPRIMANDED.

3. Respondent’s license and registration to practice medicine and surgery in the state
of Wisconsin (license no. 28559-20), is LIMITED as follows:



a. Within ninety (90) days of the date of this Order, Respondent shall at their own
expense, successfully complete three (3) hours of education on the topic of patient
health care documentation offered by a provider pre-approved by the Board’s
monitoring liaison, including taking and passing any exam offered for the courses.

b. Respondent shall submit proof of successful completion of the education in the
form of verification from the institution providing the education to the Department
Monitor at the address stated below. None of the education completed pursuant to
this requirement may be used to satisfy any continuing education requirements that
have been or may be instituted by the Board or Department, and also may not be
used in future attempts to upgrade a credential in Wisconsin.

c. The Board’s monitoring liaison may change the number of credit hours and/or
education topics in response to a request from Respondent. The monitoring liaison
may consider the topic availability and/or hours of education when determining if
a change to the ordered education should occur.

d. This limitation shall be removed from Respondent's license and registration after
satisfying the Board or its designee that Respondent has successfully completed all
the ordered education.

4, Within ninety (90) days from the date of this Order, Respondent shall pay
COSTS of this matter in the amount of $15,231.00.

5. Any requests, petitions, reports and other documentation required by the Order,
and payments of costs (made payable to Department of Safety and Professional Services), shall
be submitted to:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.0. Box 7190, Madison, WI 53707-7190
Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at: https://dspsmonitoriilg.wi.gov.



6. In the event Respondent violates any term of this Order, Respondent’s license and
registration (number 28559-20), or Respondent’s right to renew his license and registration, may,
in the discretion of the Board or its designee, be further SUSPENDED or limited, without further
notice or hearing, until Respondent has complied with the terms of the Order. The Board may, in
addition and/or in the alternative refer any violation of this Order to the Division of Legal
Services and Compliance for further investigation and action.

7. This Order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

By: &/ﬂ“\ A (’\SWM\’/W 12/21/22

A Member of the Board Date
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Division'df Leghl Sefvices:and Compliance Case No. 19 MED 300

Regpondest Steven 6. VIEFésE, M.D., and'the Division of Legal Sérvices and Coffiplidhce;
nepgrune%t wof Sggetyﬁand lémﬁesmmal Services; stipulgte:as follows:
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2%  FRespondent undr?i%tandsr tHitiby Bigning this Shpnlation, Respondent volontarily
diid kTowingly waives the folloWitig righita:

» therightto:a hearing on the:allegations against:Respondent, at which: ﬂgg % State haw the
Wf&””afﬁﬁﬁl@ e slSgations by a %@m of the e¥idEnce;

o the right to confront:and crosszexamineithe:witnesses agamst%Respondem,

o the right to call WitiEs§Es on Kespondént’s béhalf and to com Rei
subpoena;

o the ﬁgbt to testify oi Refpolidefit's own BEHAIE:

o therighitto file objections to any:proposed decision and:to present briefsor oral argtiments
to the oificials who are to reiider the fifial decifion;

» the rightto petition:for.rehearing; and

o ill gthigrapplicableiplits affotisd to Regpofident dﬁ‘iier the United Stafes Comnmtion, the
Wisconsin Constitution; the Wisconsin Statutes; the Wisconsin Administrative Code; and:
other provikions of state o federal 16w,
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3. Respondent is aware of Respondent’s right to seek legal: representation and has;
been provided aw opportunity to obtain legal wounsel before signing this Stipulation. Resjondent
is rEfrénentsd by Atforné¥ Randall Giise.

4.  Respondentagrees to theradoption of theattachied Final Decision and Order by the
Wideoiisin Medical Bxdiiining Bogrd (Boaid), The partiesto the Stiptilat jon consent to.the entry
of the attached. Final Decisions:and Order without: furthermotice; pleading, appearance orzconsent
of the parties. Resporident waives all rights toany appedl 6fthic’Boiifd's ofd& if addpted in the
form gs a@hq“&.

5. If the terms of'this Stipulation are not acceptable to the'Boxtd, thé parties shall nbt
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of Legal Services and Gompliance for further proceedings. In the event thatthe Stipulation is not
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accepted by the Board, the parties agree not to contend that the Board hag been prejudiced ox biaged
in any manner by the consideration of thig attempted resolution,

6. Theparties to this Stipulation apree that the attorney or other ngent for the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance and any member of the Board ever assigned as an advigor in
this investigation may appear before the Board in open or closed session, without the presence of
Respondent or Respondent’s attorney, for purposes of speaking in support of this agreement and
answering questions that any member of the Board may huve in connection with deliberations on
the Stipulation, Additionally, any such advisor may vote on whether the Board should accept this
Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision and Order.

7. Respondent is informed that should the Board adopt this Stipulation, the Boad's
Final Decision #nd Oxder is a public recoxd and will be published in accordance with standard
Depattment procedure,

8. Respondent is further informed that should the Bourd adopt this Stipulation, the
Board's Final Decision and Order will be reported as required by the National Practitioner
Databank (NPDR) Guidebook and as otherwlise required by any licensure compact or any other
state or faderal law.

9. The Divigion of Legal Services and Compliance joing Respondent in
recommend?x;g the Board adopt this Stipulation and issue the attached Final Deoision and Order.

S ;. NIGTeRs, Mr.D., Reﬁpﬁ*ndﬁt ‘
b .ﬁuLz_w,WIS@SS
conseiNot 28559-30

T Y

OtJen Law an, 9.C.
20035 Swenzon Dr,, Ste 310
Wonkeshna, WI 53186

i)

Collesn L. Meloy, Prosecuting Aftoriey
Depariment of Safety and Professional Services
Division of Lagal Services and Compliance
2.0, Box 7190

Madison, WI 53707-7190




