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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE TEE REDICAL EXAMINING B OARD

IN TEE MATTER OF TIE
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS AGAINST   :   ORDER GRANTING FULL LICENSURE

STEVEN G. RERESS M.D.,                                                             ORDER 0008307
RESPONDENT.

TO:      STEVEN G RERESS M D
FOND DU LAC VI 54935

ATTY RANDALL GUSE
OT]EN LAw FmA4 s c
20935 Slh7ENSON DR STE 310
WAUKESIIA VI 53186

On December 21, 2022, the Wisconsin Medical Examining Board issued a Final Decision
and Order ("Order") requiring Respondent to complete three (3) hours of education in "patient
health care documentation" within ninety (90) days and pay $15,231.00 in costs of the proceeding
within ninety (90) days.

Based upon the information of record, which includes proof that Respondent has now
completed the education and submitted the payment for costs in full, the following is entered:

ORDER

1.          Respondent's Medicine and surgery License (#28559-20) is hereby returned to full,
uurestricted status.

2.          All limitations and encumbrances upon Respondent's credential are removed.

3.          This order is effective the date of its signing.

VIS CONSIN REDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

By: «th #A£
Department Monitor
Department of Safety and Professional Services

And 19. 2023
Date
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sE£:EREOE#srfeoD¥gRE;`ypxAENINGBOARD

IN TIE MATTER oF DlsclpLINAR¥
. PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

STEVEN G. RERESS, M.D.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

®m®ERCCC83®7

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No.19 RED 300

The parties to this action for the purpose of wis. Stat. § 227.53 are:

Steven G. Meress, M.D.
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

Wisconsin Medical Examining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

PRO CEDURAL HSTORY

A disciplinary proceeding was  commenced  in this  matter by the filing of a Notice  of
Hearing and Complaint on August 23, 2022 with the Wisconsin Department of Administration,
Division of Hearings  and Appeals  @IIA)  in DIIA  Case Number  SPS-22-0051.   Prior to the
hearing on the  Complaint, the parties  in this matter agreed to the terms  and conditions  of the
attached Stipulation as the final disposition of this matter, subject to the approval of the Medical
Examining Board a3oard).  The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.
Accordingly, the Board in this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and makes the following
Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.          Respondent steven G. Meress, M.D., clear of Birth 1953) is licensed in the state
of Wisconsin to practice medicine and surgery, having license number 28559-20, first issued on
July  1,  1987,  with registration  current through  October  31,  2023.   Respondent's  most recent
address on file with the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services a)epartment)
is in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 54935.



2.          At all times rele.vant to this proceeding, Respondent practiced as a physician at Fox
Valley Wellness Center in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin (Clinic) where he was the sole owner.

Prior Discipline

3.           On   November   18,   2015,   the   Board   issued   Order   No.   0004393   limiting
Respondent's license to practice medicine and surgery in Wisconsin @oard Order).

4.          The Board order found the following facts, z.uter crJz.a,

a.    On multiple occasions between 2010 and 2012, Reapondent diagnosed
a number of patients with `Lyme borreliosis complex" based on their
symptoms and treated them with antibiotics administered in excess of
recommended duration.

b.   Respondent failed to  adequately  document  informed consent for the
treatment modality in the patients' health care records.

c.   Respondent agrees to offer to treat or treat "persistent Lyme disease"
(including any condition so similar as to be a surrogate diagnosis), only
if the patient signs a form entitled "REQUIRED DISCLOSURE AND
CONSENT FOR DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF PERSISTENT
LYRE DISEASE," which has been pre-approved by the Board or its
designee.

d.   Respondent agrees not to attempt in any way to defeat or minimize the
message of the approved disclosure fom with other documents or oral
statements.

e.   Respondent will comply with all applicable provisions of Wis. Adm.
Code, Chapter Med regarding informed consent and patient health care
records, and will preserve the form in the patient's chart, and give a copy
to the patient at the time of signing.

5.          The  Board  Order  required  Reapondent to  complete  six hours  of education  on
obtaining and documenting informed consent.

6.          Reapondent stipulated to the terms of the Board order by executing his signature
on October 30, 2015.

7.          On January 20, 2016, the Board restored Respondent' s license to full unrestricted
status as Reapondent had completed the education required by the Board Order.

Chaent Case

8.          On october 11, 2018, Reapondent evaluated patient A (female born in 1966) and
charted,inpart,thatshepresentedforevaluationofmultipleconcernsincludingtick-bomedisease
dating backto when patientA was tenyears old.     .

2



9.          On october 1 1, 2018, Respondent diagnosed patient A with tctick borne disease."

10.        Between october 11, 201§ andDecember 16, 2019, Reapondentprovided care and
treatment to Patient A, which included treatment for persistent Lyme disease/tick borne disease.

11.       Respondent's health care record forpatientA does not contain an informed consent
form signed by Patient A consenting to treatment by Respondent for Lyme disease.

12.       Respondent states that his office routinely gave patients, including patient A, the
required informed consent form but agrees that Respondent' s health care record for Patient A does
not contain a form entitled "REQUIRED DISCLOSURE AND CONSENT FOR DIAGNOSIS
AND TREAThAINT OF PERSISTENT LYRE DISEASE" that was preapproved by the Board or
its designe.e, as required by Board Order.

13.        Subseqtient to his care and treatment of patient A, Respondent sold the clinic to
Forum Health and an electronic patient health care records system was implemented.  Reapondent
has represented to the Board that he intends to retire from active clinical practice at Forum Health
on or about October 31, 2023 .

14.       In resolution  of this matter, Reapondent consents  to the  entry  of th;  fouowing
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.          The Board has jurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to wis. Stat. § 448.02(3),
and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 227.44(5).

2.          Based  on the Findings  of Fact,  Reapondent engaged in unprofessional  conduct
pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code § Med 10.03(i)(a) by violating or attempting to violate ch. 448,
Stats., or any provision, condition, or tern of a valid rule or order of the Board.

3.          Based  on the Findings  of Fact, Respondent  engaged  in unprofessional  conduct
pursuant to  Wis.  Admin.  Code  § Med  10.03(3)(e)  by  failing to  establish  and maintain timely
patient health care records, including records of prescription orders, under s. Med 21.03, or as
otherwise required by law.

4.          As a result of the above conduct, Reapondent is subject to discipline pursuant to
Wis. Stat. § 448.02(3).

ORDER

1.          The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.         Respondent is REPRIMANDED.

3.          Respondent's license andregistration to practice medicine and surgery in the state
of wisconsin quceuse no. 28559-20), is LINITED as follows:
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a.   Within ninety (90) days of the date of this Order, Respondent shall at their own
expense, successfully complete three (3) hours of education on the topic of patient
health  care  documentation  offered by  a provider pre-approved by  the  Board's
monitoring liaison, including taking and passing any exam offered for the courses.

b.   Respondent shall  submit proof of successful  completion of the education in the
form of verification from the institution providing. the education to the Department
Monitor at the address stated below.  None of the education completed pursuant to
this requirement may be used to satisfy any continuing education requirements that
have been or may be instituted by the Board or Department, and also may not be
used in future attempts to upgrade a credential in Wisconsin.

c.   The Board's monitoring liaison may  change the number of credit hours  and/or
education topics in response to a request from Respondent. The monitoring liaison
may consider the topic availability and/or hours of education when determining if
a change to the ordered education should occur.

d.   This limitation shall be removed from Respondent's license and registration after
satisfying the Board or its designee that Respondent has successfully completed all
the ordered education.

•   4.           Within ninety (90) days from the date of this order, Respondent shall pay
COSTS of this matter in the amount of $ 15,231.00.

5.          Any requests, petitions, reports and other documentation required by the order,
and payments of costs (made payable to Department of Safety and Professional Services), shall
be submitted to:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI  53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondentmayalsosubmitthisinformationonlineat:htq)s://dspsmonitorihg.wi.gov.
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6.          In the event Respondent violates any term of this order3 Respondent's license and
registration (number 28559-20), or Respondent's right to renew his lipense and registration, may,
in the discretion of the Board or its designee, be further SUSPENDED or limited, without further
notice or hearing, until Respondent has complied with the terms of the Order. The Board may, in
addition and/or in the altemative refer any violation of this Order to the Division of Legal
Services and Compliance for further investigation and action.

7.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

wls CONSIN REDlcAL EXArmITNG BOARD

By: A.tJav-,prwl
A Member of the Board

12/21/22

Date

5



&-grA3RE`¢FHRE£*G!`INFIN
BREORE. TEH3 MEDICAL EBIAmimflN® B®i!lBD

liEinLL-±±i-==-:==:==:=a=±=:±=±lij=a=+i,H====¢ri::±i±w,.=r.Tdr-.T=:-=L-L====:I==_+_===_"`+LL|.rT.I:'=L-j=,,_|=t

FROTTdiFas¥INTER8=Egfmm-ART

&©iti.¥]RES§?§REiH,,
RESRErmERT.

ffi

inl           'sREftybfirmffoN

®REBEit®®®8307
tErii±-,„]-rrL--Lr-===±;=Ti-:::LT=1=-==i=:i+i.:=TLLl-L=:=-~`L±±_-__T±`:|L~-===-I:i7r-T=i+

"ftyinSfLeffi Stri_tgivig.eg"d Ggzprifuce €ha EN.o. 19 `REm 3<oo

iReTgrnffi€Stdma.®.REi¥j§§,!RI.D-.,andifeeffivig.iQpp.FLegeds~diqeyedcoffi(ifro,.
faanffirillofs;afftyrund"ofeaBiLrmlsrfuceE5giv]lqfeiaefonowB:

i.     retain. !s
edffi`emdritii&
and'. And, ty thefiiinin ;f ire-ri s-inc=ev

.#ffiRE
is.a{din-riEFB:--ririELFTin

ffas!RE*ch dTgiv igiv5,EffgREidi giviBin9ffieng8 fry s~{betlB!ijisi+RE£          .{`

2¥     prbespondent imHREtinds! fflfttry rsigivng thin squation,.nBxprmden± vchmtndly
fiiid!ff8TwiRE|ywaiveigfrof8Thwiffgrigiv:

•    thcndgivto£
rmgrngpxp=TEEL=e

th8zunngrfuom
anig+gH+REtryagiv+:ELife##ew#ffiffiE ifesfrfehaB,th

*n

ffi##B=#gBfexRE¥#;¥gff:#¥#¥ff¥tr#attELotty
•   therighito
.   the rim-tto

Bthpomdi

:  ffinffi# fiirmfydiREREdffleffis`EowhExpgB]£
ffl€otieotionBtoanypropoBeddecirionndtopr€Bextbriefr.,-oriomlapg`mmtr

todeirmeidewri5afetormlJerth¢fifihlaecipri`iun;
•    the riBEtfro. pedtiqurformBhendng; land•##RE£#T+gREE*#L#EBEE###±£iEEtffiffi:E#ttiffi+¥

oflREI!prmvisi^o~mofREte6ifirdeasLLi5vyijw.
.€

3.         Rgap.o~rfut ia. ayene of Efapondefro'8 rigiv to zsock legch lique8enfafron md hng§

±:=EL==::+er:::i;AT#m#frife::grL!comelbrfureBi#asthi8stgivianthRffiELffiurm

maREffiunRc¥ipE#gffiEiffrfuFa=affi'OnriJef,n¥:e#ife¥£REJEL##`¥#ELifebrsg
4`.

Qffie±ieaffifbed:FjgglFzgg.ig.ionEandorderwithowhfirfuermotipejplerding,appearaaccor©coquent
Of th-e parfeB.  meapond¢rfe iimaive-a in riIrtB tb i5ny ffipj]`ed ®fth'eB.offl!8 orfiRT, If dHljtrytettd in the
fro gr atifen.GEL

5.         If the terms ofithi8 Stipuled±on` ac mt accapdele fo theiBnd, th6'put^6`B:. Shall ntit

:!±:Etd§T#€es¥Lffitr##aLap:tiff+ELFer#tlrfu#m#ife#:"ethffiafiap#%igi#

i.?..-.!.\:..I..:I-i-I-..:ii-`-..+.=t=....;...:......-i:,.=?..,.-:.:.-`=.-i-+?+.-+..`..i.+-...:.-..€......-`=--I;:.->-I..,.-.--..,..`Li-Jii-.i,"..i:.-.J=-.iJ-i-i'l.I.::.i.---i.:....I.-i....i.:.':`---.J=.-.-...-..I--`:t`.`'.i..:.iiil:-`=±..`:-ii``:;,'=.?=t



8eeaptedtythoEond,thgpAltiesftgreeliottoaontondthattheBondhapb¢enpej`idioedorbiaHed
inanymannertrythoconBido"tionOfthi#8ttemptedre8olution,

6,         The parfe8 to this Stipwhtion 8grae that fro attorney orother ngent for the Diwhion
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DopqrfuchtofEafetyandprofa8Biomlsendee8
"viBion ofLogal services and cQmpliqu8     .
P.a, Box 7190
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